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Something in the Water: Hazards of Travel and Pilgrimage on the Gokaido in Tokugawa Japan
By Phillip Spain.

The Tokugawa period is widely regarded as a period of unprecedented peace and
prosperity for pre-modern Japan. In the late 17" century, the economy was stable and growing
due to the increased trade and traffic of goods and people.! Amidst all of this, Japan experienced
a new phenomenon — the emergence of widespread recreational travel.? Both recreational travel
and widespread religious pilgrimage amongst the laity became major components of Japanese

culture during the Tokugawa period. Despite significant risks, the people of Tokugawa Japan
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