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CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
ATTN: COMMANDER. U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS
COMMAND

DIRECTORS OF THE DEFENSE AGENCIES

SUBJECT: Contracted Fundamental Research

References: (a) National Security Decision Directive (NSDD) 189, National Policy on
the Transfer of Scientific, Technical, and Engineering Information,
September 21, 1985 (copy attached)

(b) DoD Directive 5230.24, Distribution Statements on Technical
Documents, March

Informbutuc

S c i e n t i f i cand
Technical Papers at Meetings, October 6, 1987

The Department

of Defense (DoD) fully supports free scientific exchanges and
dissemination of research results to the maximum extent possible. Critical to enabling
exchanges and dissemination is an understanding on the part of DoD program managers,
potential grantees, and contractors of the policies governing restrictions that may be
imposed by the DoD on basic and applied research. Understanding will help guide DoD
program managers, and contract and grant recipients, in making plans and decisions that
will affect performance of research under DoD awards and implementing measures that
may be needed to comply with security controls.

I have determined that clarifying guidance is required to ensure that the DoD will
not restrict disclosure of the results of contracted fundamental research, as herein defined,
unless the research is classified for reasons of national security, or as otherwise required
by statute, regulation, or Executive Order.

Reference (a) established the national policy for controlling the flow of scientific,
technical, and engineering information produced in federally funded fundamental
research at colleges, universities, and laboratories. Reference (a) defines fundamental
research as follows:









III. POLICY

It is the policy of this Administration that, to the maximum extent possible, the products
of fundamental research remain unrestricted. It is also the policy of this Administration
that, where the national security requires control, the mechanism for control of
information generated during federally funded fundamental research in science,
technology and engineering at colleges, universities and laboratories is classification.
Each federal government agency is responsible for: a) determining whether classification
is appropriate prior to the award of a research grant, contract, or cooperative agreement
and, if so, controlling the research results through standard classification procedures; b)
periodically reviewing all research grants, contracts or cooperative agreements for
potential classification. No restriction may be placed upon the conduct or reporting of
federally funded fundament research that has not received national security classification,
except as provided in applicable U.S. Statutes.
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